ats 


7 % 
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‘Union Wants Congress 


Stop Importing 
Labor For Farm Work 


A statement which was_prepared 
by H. L.“Mitekell, President of the 
National Farm Labor Union, was 
submitted. to the Committee on Ag- 
riculture of the House of Representa- 
tives, urging Congress to stop waste 
and extravagance by ending the pro- 
gram for foreign nationals to work on 
the nation’s farms. 

, Mitchell charged that the only sup- 
- porters of the bill were the organiza- 
tions representing the large scale 
commercialized farmers who wanted 
to use the Mexican, Jamaicans, and 
Bahamian workers to beat down 


— 


a 


Memphis, 


The First Union 


farm wage rates.. 


Also. attached to President Mitch- im 
s: statement were copies of. secret] 

“meetings and conferences held ‘last 
fall by a committee representing the]. 
Me farmers «who worked out aj, 


~ project for a permanent program of 


importing foreign workers to be ex-| 
ploited on the farms of the U.S.A. | 

Mitchell also quoted General) 
_ Graves B. Erskine, the hero of Iwo| 
Jima; who said that over a million| 
farm workers had returned to the) 

ms.-and wére seeking employment. 
a He told of seeing 2,000 Mexican} 


“workers brought into Phoenix, Art- 


zona, when. only 400 miles away, inj 
2 Paso, ‘Texas, there were twice that}. 
_Ametican. 


@itizens~ =: 


many: it 
work. - Mitchell also told the Com= 
. "Jmittee that-last November he saw 


4 hundreds ‘of cars loaded with ‘work-| 


ers. seeking jobs in Califernia when| 


es . . there were 16,000 Mexican nationals 


the state at work, and that nearly | 
all of the young men he saw. on the 


roads wore ex-servicemen’s buttons. 


‘The Union also contended that there |} 


ha _ were thousands of Spanish speaking 


-workets:in Texas who are available 


for employment in the. sugar beet |: 
fields. Walter J. Mason, A.F. of L. 


Jegislative representative, presented 


weeks vacation, 


the statement on behalf of the Na- 
tional Farm Union. 


Union Organizing 
In Texas 


 Odis L. old time STFU 
organizer in Oklahoma, is spearhead- 


‘ing the organizing work in San An- 
-tonio and Pearsall, Texas. Sweeden, 


is now employed by the “Katy” 
Nailway as chief clerk in San An- 


tonio, could not resist the call to or-|: 


ganize workers, and while on his two 
did - preliminary 
vork in starting the organization go- 


ing among Spanish speaking farm 


workers. 
Fritz Cadena, Spanish speaking or- 


| ganizer for the American Federation 


of Labor, is cooperating with Odis. 
The first meeting in San Antonio was 
held February 21st. 


El Paso Texas Labor 


Backs Union Program 


The Central Labor Union of El 
Paso has adopted a resolution call- 
ing upon Congress to amend social 
security laws to the end that farm 


“labor shall be put on an equal foot- 
~ Ing with industrial workers. 


The El Paso Central Labor Union 


-also called upon Congress to deny 


government funds to any farm op- 


-rator who does not’ pay 


wage rates to hired labor. 


Picked Oranges 


the National Farm Labor Unien was 
‘Union picked oranges by L. Warnock, 
President of the Polk Cres Union. Local 201, on a 
recent visit to the Local's office in the Peoples Bank Building, Auburn-— 
dale, Fla. L. S. Warnock is working full’ time as an ofganizer for the 
diti carryin his duties as. President of the Lecal. | 
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For Fruit Pickers 


The first union ion contrect to cover 
citrus pickers and grove workers in 
Florida, is in the process of being 
worked out, L. S. Warnock ane 
nounced. Warnock is President of the 
Polk County Citrus Workers Union 
Local 201. 


1200 Men To Be se 


Negotiations with the Adams Pack- 
ng Co., of Auburndale, Fla, have 


~9en under way for the past two 


~xeks. On the basis of the talks with 
management representatives, the. 


committee headed by Local 


President Warnock, has presented a 
contract to the company which will; 


provide better wages and union se-. 


He was-bern | 


| the best freit: pickers the state. He ean pick boxes a day. Gene's 


father is also a fruit picker;-while his mother is a cannery worker. He 


Polk County 
Union Reports, 


The Polk County Citrus Workers 
Union, . Local 201, chartered by the 
National Farm Labor ‘Union in De- 
-|cember, 1946, now has 511 members 
paid up as of February 7th., accord- 
ing to the monthly report made by 
the Secretary-Treasurer, Eugene H. 
Fraiser of Auburndale, 


New Local Set Up 
By Fruit Pickers 


Another county-wide union in 
Florida, known as the Orange County 
Citrus Workers Union, Local 206; was 
chartered by the National Farm La- 
bor Union with 49 charter members, 
February 17th W. L. Johnson of 
Winter Garden is President, Frank 


Massey of Oakland is Vice President, 


and C. M. Rippy of Winter Garden is 
Secretary-Treasurer.C. M. Rippy 
was the organizer and he was assist- | 
ed by A. F. of L. organizer, Elmer 
Dowell, in the first organization 
meeting. Headquarters for the 
Orange County Local will be set up 
at Orlando in the near future. 


Words Of Wisdom | 


~The lazy, the ignorant, and the | 
prejudiced—are never tree.—From 
“State of The Union.” 


— 


\AFL Calls Fer United 
Laber Mevement 


The Executive Council 
American Federation of Labor, meet- 
ing in Miami, Florida, on February 1, 
replied to a proposal by C.1.0. for 


united action on anti-labor legisla- 
tion with an offer to merge the two 


movement. 


A committee composed of Presi- 
dent Green; John L. Lewis of the 
United Mine Workers; William L. 
Hutcherson of the Carpenters; Daniel 
J. Tobin of the -Teamsters; and 
George Meany, Secretary-Treasurer 
of the A.F. of L.; were named to meet 
with C.I.O. to-work out plans for one 
organization of labor in the United 
States. 


President. In West 


‘President: H. L. Mitchell left the 
last of February for thirty days work 
in California. A new organizer for 
the National Farm Labor Union went 
with him. The organizer is Hank 
Hasiwar, an ex-serviceman who 
worked on General MacArthur’s 
staff in Japan, helping in the or- 
ganization of the new Japanese labor 
‘movement. Prior to the war, Hasiwar 
was labor organizer in the automobile 
and electrical industry. He also 
served as a business agent for the 
Union of Operating Engineers in New 
York City. 


Hasiwar will be the National Farm. 


‘Labor Union representative en the. 
West Coast. 


tac 


organizations into a united labor | 


curity to approximately 200 fruit: 


pickers and grove workers. 
Union Shop Asked 

The contract which may be signed 
before the Farm Labor News reaches 
its readers, provides that the Com- 
pany shall recognize Local 201 of the 


National Farm Labor Union as the 
sole‘ and exclusive representative of - 


all agricultural-workers employed by 
the Company, except for supervisors 


managerial employees. All pick- 


ers grove workers must maintain 


condition of employment. All new 
workers hired by the company shall 
become members of the ‘Union within 
ten days. 


Hours Of Werk 
Seniority Rights 

Provisions are made in the con-. 
tract for hours of work and overtime 


pay for holidays and night work. The 


contract also provides that seniority 


rights shall be protected for work- 
Pers laid off during the summer 


months. Workers called out on a job 
shall also be guaranteed a minimum 
of four hours work, or pay if there 
is no work. The company will pro- 
vide transportation to and from the 
groves. There shall also be pay 
for equal work. 


Basic Scale Set 
For Wages 


The basic rates of pay will be set — 


with provisions for premium rates on 


sparsely fruited trees, tangled trces, . 


tall trees, and other special condi- 


‘tions. An arrangement is made 
whereby the union steward and the 
company foreman in the grove will 
set such rates for picking under spe- 
cial conditions, and thus maintain the 
present practice of bargaining on tie _ 
job between the crew leader and the > 


‘company representative. In the event 


a settlement cannot be made, the - 
Union Business Agent and the com- 


pany representative may be called in. | 
During the life of the contract, there ....-~— 


shall be no strikes or lockouts, and . 
| disputes. shall be settled by ers ee 


tion. 

In the next issue of- @ 
News, a ful!" 
of the 
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Big Farme Get Birger! 
Small Farms Decrease 


3 ‘InJ anuary 1947, the Bureau of Ag- 
-yicultural Economics, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, published an 
article showing that the small fam- 
ily type farm is on the way out in the 

United States. Today, over half of the 
_ farms in the country contain over 500 
acres. 

The study says that there are one 
billion and one million acres of farm 
land now in use. Forty per cent of 
this land, or 460 million acres, is in 
farms of over 1,000 acres each. There 
are 260 extra large farms which con- 
tain over 100,000 acres. 

There are still 5,860,000 farm units 
in the United States. Many of these 
units are small tracts, 10 acres or 
less, which are not really crop pro- 
ducing farms. Also included, are 
farms owned by absentee landlords 
in the South:and are operated by 


‘tenants or sharecroppers. Two fifths 
of all these small farms dre sub- 
marginal holdings in the West, owned 
by Spanish speaking Americans. 


This increase in the size of land 
holdings causes the Rural Life Bul- 
letin of St. Mary’s, Kansas, to say, 
“The way is clearing for a national 
association of agricultural producers 
to organize and control — in 
this country.” | 

this trend i agriculture, it 
appears that the erican tradition 
of family type farming as a way of 
life may soon become merely a way 
of slow starvation for the “little man” 
on the land. 


Betton 
1,000 New 
Members In Fla. 


_ F. R. Betton, Vice President of the} 


National Farm Labor Union, is 
spending thirty days in the Florida 
citrus belt helping organize the fruit 
pickers and grove workers.. 
ports that over 1,000 persons have 
signed applications for Union mem- 
bership in Polk County alone. | 
Vice President Betton reports that}, 


he has received a warm welcome 


everywhere he has been in Florida. 
Both white and colored workers are 
joining the Union. The first meeting 
he attended was held January 29th., 

in Lakeland, and over 400 turned out 
to hear him speak. Forty new mem- 
bers were signed up and paid their 
membership dues on the spot. At the 
second meeting, held the following 
night at La Vac, there were 35 pres- 


ent and 20 new members paid their | 


dues. On the ‘last night in January, 
the Vice President addressed a meet- 
ing of the Local at the City Hall in 
Auburndale. There 150 white work- 
ers present and 40 Negroes. Thirty 
new members were initiated and all 
others at the meeting were in good 
standing. 


On the first Sunday in February, 
Vice President Betton addressed two 


afternoon meetings at churches in. 


- Lakeland. The church people pledged 
their support to the Union program 
to improve conditions of citrus work- 
ers. The following week, he attended 
the regular session of the Negro Min- 
isters Alliance and also spoke at the 
meeting of the Central Labor Union 
in Lakeland. Several other meetings 
were held during the week, with 25 
orkers signing membership 
‘paying their dues. 


on made 


He re- 


ing workers to} 


HARVEST MARCHES 


Reapers H look’ 


Many, many days of yore, 


A reaper reaped "till his fingers w were 


sore. 
Then to the future he did look 
}And made himself a reaper’s hook. 


His néighbors looked and laughed 


with scorn, 

And said, to them, he was a thorn. 

The poor man said he meant no 
harm, | 

But simply wanted to improve his 
farm. 


But the parson said, “He! sa Aeiber- 
ous Man; . 

He threatens religion in every land. 

If God had wanted a reaper’ s hook, 

He would ‘have said so in His Holy 
Book.” 


So they built a fire under a pot of | 


oil 


Then threw him in and watched him: 


boil. 
But ’twas not so long till they all 
gave in 
And began to the dead man’ 
sin. 


‘The Threshers Flail’ 
A new idea struck a youthful waif, 
And, thinking now it would be safe, . 
He told the folks he could do a trick, 
It was. with a 
hickory stick. . 7 


But his were ‘it 


right om the start. , 
They said, “My boy, you're a little 
too smart. 


Then they ganged ‘him, one and all 
And brought him down the very Aixat 
fall. 


They kicked ‘him- and: beat ‘him’ right 
on the head” 


"Till they were sure that the. boy was 


dead. 


But ’twas not so long’ ‘till they alk} 


. repented 


| And used the flail that the ‘boy in- Bee 


vented. 


‘The Cradle’ 


A long time after, but not too late © 


Another poor man took a chance with 


fate. 
He made a sythe with fingers on it” 
And his wife did say, “Now you have 
done it!” 


“Remember the man who made the 
hook | 

How his life they madly took! 

Also the boy who made the stick, 


You poor old nut, you make me sick!” | 


But the man was brave, we have been 
told 


And went to his wheat field very. 


bold. 


| He cut some grain and tirew it ina 


‘pile | 


But his neighbors were watching him 
all the while. 


Then one said, “What aad we do, 

Kill him now, or wait ’till he’s thru?” |# 

Just then his wife began tocry __., 

And pled with her neighbors not to 
let him. die. 


But the people were stern and would 
not yield 

So they hanged him in his own wheat 
field. 

Whatever may have been their first 
intention, 

They soon were using the old man’s 
invention. 


‘The Binder Comes’ . 


After much and varied 


‘ing 


And several kinds _inventing 


of q 
At last a binder nan ake 
Then some folks 3 their shoes did 


shake. 


Some of them said: 
believe, 


“Tis a witch, I 


Sheave, 
But after long ‘and Serious. indy, 
“ib, old man said to his buddy 


“T believe by gosh, I believe by gum, 
I believe the millenial day has come. 
I’ve always labored like a Turk 

But now this thing will do my work.” 


‘The Wheat Combine’ 


And then there came some more ma- 
chines 

To thrash the wheat, the barley and 
the beans, 

But it ain’t good enough, the inventor 

I’ve a better plan already i in my head. 


Said he, “Your binder, it is much too 
slow | 


I’ll do this work and do it all at once 
Tho maybe you are thinking that I 
am a dunce.” 


And he-did just what he said, 

If he didn’t, I hope I’m dead. 

He cuts and thrashes oe spreads the 
 gtraw 

It beats anything you, ever saw. 


> 


‘John Rust’ $ Cotton Picker’ 


forth a lad 


him sad. 


ing their backs 


oe ing Ole King Cotton in great 
ng sacks. 


he dreamt — 
Sometimes he went a little unkempt 
; He- studied and he worried : and he 
| figured and thought © 


bought. 


up to?” 

“Oh, you. will see, just wait till I’m 
thru 

the South,’ 


mouth!” 


that, 


He’ knew not why he: thought he 
could 

But felt quite sure he eventually 
would. 


| He saw the kids a picking from Sun 
to Sun 

When they oughta had some schoolin’ 
and a little bit o fun. 


the job quicker | 
And finally .came out with his new 
cotton 


Insure Cotton 


the Department of Agriculture at Lit- 


plications are being taken for cotton 
crop. insurance during February, 
March, and April. Any sharecropper, 
tenant, or farm operator may insure 
his crop by applying to the County 
Administrator in the county in which 


in Monroe County,. Arkansas, whose 
crops were damaged, received a total 


one man received a check for $1, 410. 
In Smith County, Texas, six families 


whose .crops were ruined, collected 
1 $1,7 33. 


Also your thrasher will have to go. | 


What makes you think it's under your 


Then he worked and struggled to do. 


of $7,981.06. In Bolivar County, Miss... 


| That ‘cuts and | binds that yonder | 


|Barle, | 
‘around the heating stove.on a warm’ 


Then the Lone Star State brought 
Who. sald . cotten Picking made | 


He was SOIry for the women a break- 


And then some he went and 


A neighbor said, “Boy, what are you 


Machines will harvest the cotton of| 


And if they don’t’ ‘you can 


| “Great corporations: are working on | 


With Government = 


James P. Davis, Field Officer for 


tle Rock, Ark., announces that ap-| 


he lives. In 1946, fourteen farmers]. 


On Fire 
|Death To F 


The family of B. Ss. Hickey hear 
Arkansas, was 


February afternoon. The fire died 
down and when it began to turn cold, 
Mr. Hickey started to re-build. the 
fire. He picked up a five gallon can 
of kerosene, or coal oil as it is usual- 
ly called, and poured a little in the 


stove. There was a terrific explosion. z 


Flames killed the man, his 8 year old | 
son, a.six year old daughter, a little 
boy of 3, and a year old baby. Mrs. — 
Hickey and another son, B. S. Hickey, 
Jr., were the only ones who came out 
of the house alive. Neither were ex- . 
pected to live when they reached the 
| hospital. 

Coal oil has its uses. Many people 
use. it in lamps for lighting their 
homes, but it should not be_used to 
build fires—it is too dangerous. 
Nearly every one has known some 
one like the Hickey family who lost ~* 
their lives or was badly burned by 7 
pouring coal oil on a fire. 

One of, the reasons that farming is 


|such a dangerous occupation is be- 


cause farm people are careless, Do 
not take a chance with coal oil or you 
and your family may meet. the same _ 
fate as the 


S 


Sometimes he worked, and sometimes}. 
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New Union Set Up 
Big Business» 
Labor 


- Anew organization, set up by busi- 
‘ness men, planters, manufacturers, 


“ond lawyers, ' for the purpose of or-] 


 ganizing working people, was formed 
in Memphis early in February. 


‘It is known as the “Right to Work 
Foundation,” and proposes to set up 
a nation. wide free enterprise, open 
shop union for workers. It was an- 
nounced that the “Foundation” will 
support. a group known as the Fed- 
erated Unions of America in. op- 
position to A.F. of L. and C.LO. _ , 

Among the founding fathers of the 
“Right to Starve” Foundation are: J. 
Tom Watson, Attorney General of 
Florida who led the fight against the 
union shop in his state; John L. Dag- 
_ gett, plantation lawyer of Marianna, 
- Ark.; Dr. Gus Dyer of the Southern 
_ States Industrial Council; Howard R. 
Jackson, formerly with the National 
Tax Equality Association; Guy Cam- 
eron, President of Cameron Feed 
Mills; Valentine, Arkansas 
planter; E. R. Holmes, Jr., lawyer of 

Jackson, Miss.; L. R. Hamilton, Pres- 
ident of Tennessee Plumbing 
Contractors: Association. 


This movement grew out of what] 
was known as the Arkansas Free En-| 
terprise Association, speasheaded by] . 


John L. Daggett, which claims 2,700. 
“members in 67 counties in Arkansas. 


The members are big farmers and]. 


business men. As far as can be 
learned, there are no workers. in- 


cluded in the membership. The as-/| 


.gociation has no dues and says that it 


suported by contributions — from||: 


business men and planters. 


‘Tractor Drivers 


on near Des Arc, 
‘Prairie County, Arkansas, have be- 
gun organizing all farm workers in 
that area. A charter for the Des Arc 
Local No. 205, was issued on Feb- 
ruary 3rd. C. N. Jolley was elected 
President. Everett Davis was elected 
Secretary of the Local and Wayne 
Wheatley, Vice President. Barney B. 
Taylor assisted in fhe organization of 
the Local’ and ‘installed its charter. 


--volunteer. organizer. He is an old 
time resident of Arkansas who was 
employed in the shipyards on the 
west coast during the war. He was 
a member of ‘the A. F. of L. Boiler- 
makers Union. 

Des Arc, Arkansas is the place| 


where the movement known as the}. 


“Agricultural Wheel” first started in 
1875. The Wheel spread rapidly 
throughout the state and later joined 
with the Farmers Alliance, became 
the basis for tite Populist Movement 
in the Southern states and almost 
succeeded in overthrowing the big 
4Jandlords and rich merchants of that 
day. The new Des Arc Local has a, 
rich tradition behind it and should 
spread rapidly throughout that area. 


How To Get Your Copy 
.Of Farm Labor News 


The FARM LABOR NEWS is being 
sent to all paid up members of the 
_ Union. Any paid up member who is 
not receiving the FARM LABOR 
- NEWS each month, should write to 
the office giving his name and full 
address. Non-members who want to| 
get the FARM LABOR NEWS must 
subscribe. The tate is 25¢ a year. 
Stamps, money order, or cash may 
be sent to the FARM LABOR NEWS, 
Box 443, Memphis 1, Tennessee. Tell 
us the place where you get your mail. 
Give route number, box number, 
town, and state. | | 


Word From: The General 


No man can tell me that America with its glorious 
mixture of races, of creeds — its Jews, its Catholics, 


- its Protestants —can lose the peace,” 


National Labor Service 


Our Guest Column— 
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By JOHN HAYNES: HOLMES © 
Minister, Community Church of New York Poe 
is so simple, is so easy! should there any 
trouble between men? 

If we look into occasions where prejudice and hate prevail, we find 
invariably some superstition that is eating away like a cancer at the souls 
of men. Anti-Semitism, for example! All tangled up in this monstrous ill 
of our contemporary life is the theological superstition that the J ews killed 
Christ. Now the Jews didn’t kill Christ! They followed him in multitudes 
and heard him gladly, say the Scriptures. His cruel crucifixion was the 


| outcome of a conspiracy between a little group of priests on the one hand 


and the Roman administration.in Palestine on the other. Jesus was a Roman 
criminal, condemned by a Roman procurator, and nailed to a Roman cross 
“Aby Roman soldiers. But suppose he had been put to death by Jews, as So- 


then the Jews? The whole thing is preposterous. 

Or take the Negroes, and the prejudice against them in this country of 
ours! This prejudice is all rotted in the superstition of racial inferiority, 
aided and abetted by the historical tragedy of chattel slavery.and its de- 
gradations. There is no prejudice against Negroes in other parts of the 
world where they have been allowed to stand upon their own feet with other 
men. For the idea of inferiority by virture of blood or skin is a myth pure 
and simple. Scientists are agreed that there are no inferior and superior 
races. Inferior and superior individuals in all races—Yes! But no inferior 
groups by any definition of variation! The Negroes are men, dowered with 


all the gifts of human nature. They are children of God, graced by the glory 
of his holy spirit. To brand them as inferior is to orang ourselves with the 


shame of unpardonable ignorance. | 

So also with aliens, who suffer from discrimination. in all pioaiokeal 
Here the superstition at work is the strange idea that difference means de- 
basement. The foreigner is different from us. He speaks a different language, 
wears different clothes, has a different way of doing things. But this does 
not mean that he is socially, or culturally, or spiritually lower than our- 
selves. It is time that the contemptuous sneer so long implicit in the word 
“foreigner” be don@ away with. We have much to learn from foreigners, 
and therefore, must respect, honor, and love them. _ 


another, have been planted in our minds., “An enemy has invaded us, and 
“sown tares among the wheat.” Root out these tares! Clear out minds of 


everywhere! 


crates was put to death by Greeks voting ina popular assembly? Do we} 
| blame and persecute the Greeks today for this offense in their history? Why 


Yes, it is superstition that does the business. The whoie isiaetaae’ 
| plague of intolerance and hate springs from false ideas that, in one way or 


superstition! Know the truth, and we shall be just and kind to all men 
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Credit Unions 


Grow In Old 
North State 


There has been a great increase in 
the co-operative movement all over 
the United States. Strides have been 
made in building Credit Unions dur- 
ing the past five years, especially in 
North Carolina. Credit Unions are 
co- -operative banks owned and op- 
erated by the people they serve. 
There are now 75 of the Peoples 


Banks in North Carolina which were} 


organized by Negroes. Some of them 
include both Negro and white mem- 


bers and the officers are of aibera | 


races. 
The Credit we in North Caro- 
lina have over a half million dollars 


in assets. There has not been a single| _ 


loss to members because of theft or 
fraud. Losses due to bad loans have 
been few and far between. This rec- 
ord is better than anywhere in the 
United States. 
: North Carolina was one of the first 
Southern states to adopt a state credit 
union law. Much of the success is 
due to the influence of John Sprunt 
Hill, who was one of the first to 


point out that loans to make crops) 


cost farm families 50 per cent on the 


doilar, whereas, credit union loans 


cost only 6 per cent on the dollar. A 


leader in establishing credit unions|— 
in North Carolina among Negroes, 


has. been Neil McLean, superintend- 


ent of the Briek Training Institute, 


Church. | 


Bésides saving the funds of mem- 


bers, credit unions have helped fam-| 


ilies make loans for the purchase of 
farms, homes, furniture, farm equip- 
ment, seed, feed, fertilizer and auto- 
mebiles. They have lent money to 
their members to educate their chil- 
dren, to make repairs on their homes, 
to pay for medical care, insurance 
premiums, and for many other pur- 
poses. Members have been* rescued 
frem the clutches of loan sharks who 
lend money at high interest rates. 
Churches, 
and labor unions, promote co-op- 
eratives of which credit unions are a 
part. | 
A Credit Union set up at Cruger, 


Miss., lent money to local members of 
the National Farm Labor Union to 
send a delegate to Washington to at- 
tend the recent convention. 

The National Farm Labor Union is 
interested in seeing credit unions or- 
ganized and operated by its members. 
All locals that will take the lead in 
starting a credit union in their com- 
munity will be given full informa- 
tion as to the way to proceed in set- 
ting up a People’s Bank. 


government agencies, 
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Closed Shop 


‘Open Shop 


There is a bill before Congress to outlaw what is called “The Closed 
Shop,” which is really the “Union Shop,” where all who work on a job be- 
long to the union. Several states, including Arkansas and Florida, have 
already passed “Right to Work at: Low Wages Laws. . Many years ago, big 


business was trying te get rid of unions through an “Open = og The fol- | 


lowing appeared in many newspapers— 


Mr. Dooley And The Closed Shop 


What is the open shen? Sure, ‘tis where they kape the doers open 
_ te accommodate th’ constant stream av’ min comin’ setae aco 
_ cheaper than the min what has th’ jobs. | 
workin’ in an open shop for the princely wage av’ wan’ large iron del- 
lar a day av’ tin hours. ie 
Along comes anither son av’ a ‘gan an’ ae sez e th’ boss, ’Oi could 
handle th’ job nicely f’r ninety cints.’ ‘Sure,’ sez th’ boss, ‘and th’ wan 
dollar man gets out into th’ crool wuruld ¢’ exercise his inalianable 


roights as a free-born American citizen an’ scab on some ott poor 
devil. 


An’ so it goes on, lickin. An’ who gits th’ bin if it? True, it save 
th’ boss money, but he don’t care anny more f’r money than he does 
fr his roight eye. 


‘It’s all principle wid him. He hates t’ see min robbed av’ their in- 
dipindince, regardless av’ anything else.” 


“But,” said Mr. Hinnessey, “these open shop min ye inlacliiad say 
they are f’r unions iv properly conducted.” — 


“Sure,” ‘said Mr. Dooley, “iv properly conducted. An’ there ye are. 
An’ how would they have thim conducted? No strikes, no rules, no 
contracts, no wages, an’ dam few mimbers.” 


The Farm Labor News is published issue 
by the National Farm Labor Union. 


Publication N. Lawrence S&t., 
Montgomery, Ala. 


Busines office—166 Ave., Memphis, 
Tenn. 


The. ion rate is 25c per year. 3c 
per copy Bundle rates lc per copy to agents. 


- The Farm Labor News is published by the 


and friends who are subscribers. 


Entered as accond class matter at ) Post 
Office, Montgomery, Posen June is, 1946. 
under the act ef March 3, 1879. 


Address all communications concerning the 


Farm Labur News te: Bex 443, Memphis 1, 
Tenn. 


Farm Laber News | 


Notice To Subscribers, 


[f you move or otherwise change the place where you get your nail. 
clip this blank, fill’it out and mail to: 


Farm Labor News 


Box 443 


Memphis 1, Tenn. | oo 3 


My name is 


My old address | was 


ROUTES vown STATS. 
Send my paper to the following address: 
i now get my mail at sox 


1Grove Local 


| 


New Lawyers 


Union Work 


been employed by the National 
Farm Labor Union to handle its legal 
affairs beginning March Mr. 


| Schoggen and Mr. Robley have of< 


fices in the Glover Building in Little 


of labor cases in Arkansas recently. 
They also represented the editor of 
the State Press, Mr. Christopher 


to jail for criticizing a Little Rock 
judge in his paper. Upon appeal to 
the Supreme Court, the case was 


under the Constitution. 
A Legal Defense 
Committee Up 


in their districts: a 


North East Arkansas area. Rev. 


year. 


to see in southeast Arkansas. 


areas. 


of the Delmo Labor Home Projects. — 


Cox of Cruger, Miss., is the Legal De- 
fense Committeeman for his state. 


‘the Chairman of the Defense 
Committee. 


INo 
Until Summer 


Members of the-eion who are in- 


‘mer will be notified as soon as con- 
are made. 


would be no shipments of workers 


year. 


workers have not yet decided what 
crops will Be planted and therefore 
are not in a position to make agree- 
ments to employ workers at this 
time. There are also many workers 
in nearby towns and cities who are 


unemployed. 


Young women who are ‘attending 
college will be notified after April 15, 
if there will be any jobs at the Deer- 


field Packing Co., this year. 


™ 


Employed For 


The firm of Schoggen and Robley,. 
attorneys of Little Rock, Ark., have 


Rock. They have handled a number . 
Bates, who was fined and sentenced . 


thrown out as a denial of free speech 


' A Legal Defense Committee ap-- 
| pointed by President H. L. Mitchell, - 
Will handle all legal complaints: of | 
| Union members. The following mem- 
bers have accepted the appointment» 
-|and will be responsible for investi-_ 
gation and reporting of. legal matters ; 


| 'T. B. Burggens, Route 2, Forrest 
City, will be the man to see in the. 


Burggeéens is President of the Shady.’ 
and is well known... 
{among ali Union members. - . 
Huston Tyler; President of 

| No. 53 at Cotton Plant; will be the. © 
‘man to see in the Central Arkansas | 
District. Muston Tyler is an upstand-_ 
ing citizen of Cotton Plant and is - 
well known, although he has only = ~ 
been active in the Union for about a. 


C. H. Bolden, well ‘known Presi- 
jdent of the Delta District Council, 
| whose home is in Gould, is the person 


In Alabama, J. F. Hynds of Spruce. 
Pine and Hayes McCrary, President. 


of the Reform Local, are the Legal — 
Defense Committeemen tor their ne 


In Southeast Missouri, the Legal. ts 
Defense man is Arthur Churchill of 
Lilbourn, who is the minister on one 


In the state of Mississippi, A. E. 


Barney B. Taylor of Memphis is_ .- 


terested in seasonal jobs next sum-' 


{ On his return from a trip to New. . 
j Jersey, H. L. Mitchell, President of 
‘the Union, announced that there 


made until late April or May this i 


Employers of farm and cannery — 


| 
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